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What we would give for even five or six of those
priceless manuscripts ! Of the Christian Fathers,
he records a rather mixed list. They had Jerome,
Hilary^ Ambrose, Augustine, Athanasius, Orosius,
Gregory the Great, Pope Leo, Basil, Fulgentius,
Cassiodorus, and John Chrysostoni, They had the
works of the learned men of the English Church,
our own Aldhelm of Malmesbury, and Bede ; with
them he names Victorinus and Boethius, and the
old historians, Pompems and Pliny, the acute Aris-
totle and the great rhetorician Tully. They had the
poets, too, Sedulius, Juvencus, Alcimus *, Clemens,
Prosper, Paulinus, Arator, Fortrunatus, Lactantius.
They had also Virgil, Statius, and Lucan. They
were rich in grammarians: Probus, Focas, Donatus,
Priscian, Servins, Euticius,Pompeius, Comminianus.
You will find, he says, in the library very many
more masters, famous in study, art, and language,
who have written very many volumes, but whose
names it would be too long to recite in a poem.
It may perhaps be a fair guess that he had used
up all the names which he could conveniently get
into dactyls and spondees for hexameter verse.

Two years after handing over to Alcuin the
possession of this great library, and to Eanbald
the archbishopric itself, Albert died. We may
here remind ourselves of outstanding facts and
dates. Aleuin, born in 735, had as a young man
held the office of teacher in the School of York for
some years. In 766 he had been promoted to

1 Before Froben this was read Aleninus, clearly an im-
possible reading in a list drawn up by Alcuin himself, and
at a time when his chief effort of versification could not be
in the library.